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note that can make everybody feel bet-
ter as we approach the holiday season. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. GARDNER) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. David Gray, Bradley 
Hills Presbyterian Church, Bethesda, 
Maryland, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious God, Your love is never end-
ing. In these hallowed Halls, Your sov-
ereign spirit comes to us, calms us, 
calls us, and infuses us with Your 
grace. 

Give us strength this day to look out-
side ourselves for the opportunities 
which come from connection and col-
laboration. Give us faith to bring our 
best selves and to seek Your will. Give 
us confidence that solutions can be 
found and problems solved. 

Grant us gratitude for the trust 
placed in us, for the privilege of living 
in this free land, and for Your presence 
here with us. Allow us to rest in and 
rely on Your hope-filled spirit. 

Loving God, we ask Your blessing 
upon this body and all who gather here. 
Help us to receive Your assurance, 
Your encouragement, Your wisdom, 
and Your inspiration for the tasks to 
which we have been called. We pray 
this day. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PITTS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PITTS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. DAVID 
GRAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Ohio 

(Mr. TURNER) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-

ored to welcome my good friend Pastor 
David Gray as our guest chaplain 
today. 

Born in Dayton, Ohio, Pastor Gray 
grew up active in the Presbyterian 
church and has gone on to lead a dis-
tinguished life of service. 

Holding both a law degree and a doc-
torate of ministry, Pastor Gray is a 
former public servant, having served as 
a staffer in the Senate and a true spir-
itual leader that has helped numerous 
individuals and families grow in their 
relationship with God. 

Currently, Pastor Gray serves as the 
head pastor at Bradley Hills Church 
and resides in Bethesda, Maryland, 
with his wife, Bridget, and their four 
children. 

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress and the people of his hometown 
in my district of the 10th Congressional 
District of Ohio, I want to thank Pas-
tor Gray for his commitment to his 
faith and for opening the House today 
with his prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 

f 

CALIFORNIA ABORTION MANDATE 
(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, we have 
seen this administration casually ig-
nore the law when it comes to immi-
gration, EPA regs, and ObamaCare. 
Now, we are going to see whether they 
ignore the law when it comes to forcing 
churches in California to pay for abor-
tion. 

For many years now, Congress has 
included language in the appropria-
tions bills that prohibits States from 
forcing health insurance plans to cover 
elective abortion: the Weldon amend-
ment, named for my good friend and 
former colleague, Dr. Dave Weldon of 
Florida. 

Now, the State of California has 
issued a bureaucratic edict that every 
health insurance plan in California reg-
ulated by the State must pay for the 
procedure, and this includes even plans 
purchased by churches, religious 
schools, and charities. 

HHS must not hesitate to protect the 
right of Americans to prevent their 
health care dollars from going to some-
thing they find to be profoundly im-
moral. The agency is required to in-
form the State of California of this vio-
lation and remind them that they risk 
the loss of Federal funds. 

There doesn’t need to be any delay 
from HHS. This is exactly why the 
Weldon amendment was created. 

FUNDING FOR ALZHEIMER’S 
DISEASE RESEARCH 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of funding for Alz-
heimer’s disease research. 

Alzheimer’s is a particularly dev-
astating disease both for the patients 
and their families. Families watch 
their loved ones effectively disappear 
before their eyes. There are currently 
more than 5 million Americans suf-
fering from this disease, with one 
American being diagnosed every 67 sec-
onds. 

We must take preventive actions to 
address the growing population of Alz-
heimer’s patients in this country. In 
the fiscal year 2015 appropriations 
process, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port increased funding for this re-
search. This research will help find 
ways to prevent, treat, and even slow 
the progression of the disease, helping 
to ease the burden on patients, care-
givers, and the Medicare system. 

Congress must continue its commit-
ment to fight against Alzheimer’s by 
providing this crucial funding. 

f 

ECONOMY 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, many North 
Carolina families know all too well of 
the struggle to find a job and pay the 
bills. Some are facing these challenges 
right now, and we all have family 
members, neighbors, or friends who are 
facing hard choices to make ends meet. 
Back home, I am often asked what 
Congress is doing to help people back 
to work and restore opportunity for ev-
eryone. 

For the last 2 years, the House has 
passed numerous pieces of legislation 
to encourage job growth and strength-
en America’s standing in the global 
economy. We have also passed bills 
that would decrease energy costs, that 
would allow workers to have more 
flexibility in order to spend time with 
their families, and that would increase 
transparency in how tax dollars are 
spent. 

While Congress cannot create pros-
perity, we can work to ensure entre-
preneurs and employers aren’t crushed 
under red tape. The 114th Congress is a 
fresh opportunity to help put more 
Americans back to work and to im-
prove our economy. I look forward to 
working with the new majority in the 
Senate to accomplish those goals. 

f 

CONGRESS HAS YET TO TAKE UP 
THE BIG QUESTIONS FACING THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 
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